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# 1 can Comsery Jidl 5 in mimstable wivle fas ghwaysd wath an

abmoleely goegeous [l 5t fohe s @ shoer-grer Aston Martis
W DB4. A BMW 1 moadsier was the obvioo choioe for Prerce
o Bormscian arsad Deabelly Soveupeo, whie susy Simgoen might
recall seeing Roger Moo andd Bashass Buch dnng i 6 & Lot
Espanit turbes, Tom Crune barely seade o in s Porsche Baxbe and,
o rop it all, Prince Rainier and CGrace Keliy chose an apen-roofed
ol Bowoe Slver Shadow. [, on the other hand, expenencnd & ilone
m gt eveeieed black Meroedes Bene SE00 with phuh red leather
uphotitery sl walma pancling. It wans awewome, even thoogh the
Wharmimmased “TAKT wim i het rensl wark a bt of & groeaway,

Driving v tu the boit-knon landmark on the Cine d'Asug
the Casina de Monte Carbo in the tiny Principality of Monace,
s magacal wed buving an impeccably dresserd concierge open the
Mercades” door with white ghoves and a sty French gresting is,
1o say ehe feinr, priceios.

Thankeng hack, it was & soesewha voreeal experience wirh facr
hlending inte Bction, Fadnd rechmcaloes imapes of the debonair

AHDNVE: COMNTRARY T POPLLAR MYTH, THE SAME AT WNTE CARLG
NG HAS MEVER BEEY BAQKER,
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James Bond 007 deessed in 8 white muxedo with a red camazion
in b Lapel (ebviouidy), drawssg theee sces asd o pair of kings.
wene woven mic dutant merionds of 1he kngendary Prinoesd Grace
in 1 sarin ball pown ssd tiars, beisg escoried by her handsoae
Pringe Rainder.

When enering the casis theough vhe rall wood and glass doors,
omc's e are iemadiardy drswen upward. The bessntully crafied
senatt-crubegt is aderned with delicass pateming sand gl comices ard
wapporrd by al dorp marcen muehie pllan Unlive hes ciarn,
heewe thee opalence is not s of place; the gt s ereal gold, the markle
pelidl mnad, meed | s, the dimmonds and fur genone

Ir's beearkeaking and perfectly im keeping with the way it make
wists wae b feel, From she Large oval skplight thar s rhe cemnepiece
ool the orifing o the gl-odpnd meron. and polsbod srble sorfices,
everyihing s cenase, almoat a0 the point of evors. Crazal can-
delabaua, siwroeties amad drescow ane everywhere, and oven shough
the wond kirsch megh lerk ar the back an your mind, 7' immediaieh
banwhed from all thowsghs

The Caung de Monss Carlo i pavebing bor kinack Aceeally,
' quite dfficult bo pisgoint exsatly what it b thar makes o
e, tave b aay that for cver @ comury and a kel o1 has lured
rovaky and the mega-wealthy: mogbi and mobasen, supermaoddi
and supersars, and of coorse me. It's soc the size - P'm sure the
whelt of the Princgalny of Monacn, including the palwce aad ren
Yarbour, coald cauly B2 inno Sun Cory and snll leave space for the

Viih hede, 10 oot ghe gher citler; | Bound ehe s in Las Vegas fae

hiteier, wigh ai nzany siretch hmoimines aad apeemededs i it kaa
bigheclaw hookers. Mo, Momte Carlo’s sparkle Bet 15 the smss ol
pccasecey that this casinn exudes; its long history of prineey and
pailaces, bartes boar and wor, and a dynassy chan seared with @ man
deened up gn 3 menk,

11 & clevrr deal wirh the Vatican, the firs Gnmaldis armved m
Monace drsguised o manks in 1357 s, weeh Casll o6 their sde
and weapons concealed bencath ther mbey, they slbiughtered all
and sancved The Bock” s it wan keswn then| s the same of the
Pope. Afiter caly juss surriving the French Revolmion, Monado
Becasmie 3 haves for superweakhy rescgades who came in droves
en Ride, vz and, hopelully, nog gamble thear formumes sway.

Since i isception in 1563, e Cising de Mone Cacko has

heem cporaned by the privaie costpany Socdtt doy Rasta de Mer
oty of 5ea Bathery] smd, conirary o popelas eiyth, it bas pevee
busdl irs Bank breken. Fach able i the casmo kas ins own limn
thank], 4o may be pouaible to break one or ren nehles, bin o
ehe bouic ai 3 whole,

I the mzmmer of 1691, Enghiiman Charles Wells became the
[egenad of she man thai broke she bank ai Moate Cagla, Ovwer 3
period of dhree days, Wells banke the table st repeatedhe With
am aemamng ran of [nck, he cerned 10 000 gold francs into a mifon
and, @ an st sained cull Bero g, When be seturned Lues
chat vear snd i2aried winsing sgan, the (s minsgenen heed

privite detectrons o wasch Bim ot s of collson withthe  »
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cotiegeeri = and Tourd nothieg. For Wells, however, the sory kad
&0 unfortunate cading. On ki thied wisit 1w Miosaco, ba Juck
tarned and, afies wussderng all hiv wisnings and moce, he Fved
aut the rest of b b dn poverey, eventually dying a pasper: The
numéer combinatiom that were the source of 'Wells' good fortune
pemnain & mysteey 1o thi dax, dlthough there doe sany thtone.
Bat to the relief of the casnn, no-ose bat vt been able 8o mepea2
s peeforsusce.

Beewacdays, the casg rehieson vasirors frem all over the woeld
{pommehorm, the woed taurns dosin’t really applyl, so different
rocms Baer borm greated, The Amercan Room, whees the soulems
wheels have both 3 donble ared 2 singhe stro, han stadl tha ipeiks
English and gamblers play acoording o American mde, The oval
ikoylighe, dared 1588, allows daylight e filkeer info the moom
wehils the eight chasdeles of Bobemisn crystal poovide for sofs
evening, illstinanon

Bt i it Monee Carles snd noe Vegas, 50 for me it was off 1
the Eoropean Roomi. The Salles Touset (ramed afer the reom’s
designer] and the Salon Privé sre Eurogean in itk and clogasce is
the paswoed. But 1 foond it was the Salon Super-Frivit that held
the greavest allwre. It is o small, olve-exclusive oo that is

ABCAE- A BLEEK DEWTLE
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wrailable ealy by appoiamment. Peering throogh the slightly ajar
doar offers a vsall glimpe: meo what Casino de Moave Carlo
mally aboet, The rocieme whed spns silently, the last chips are
carefully plaoed and ehe ivory hall shaps several imes before fimally
comming 1o rest. Here, masive fortoaes ans won asd ket onthe spes
of 3 whezl, a choio of odds or cvem, or oven a peeherends of el
e black

Theoagh the soft wazm light shiniag down on the grees verface
of the roaletn: table, 1 cophd rwear | saw James Bond, bor quickly
reafiaed it couldn’s Bave been. The mas with the golden gun wan
i fictional charascter in the mind af Lin Flemimg. Bur then sgass
ir conebd possibly have been Roger Moowes afver all, be doga Ine
b Monage,

Bur meez than Elely it wis jeit the momens, s image of what
i misd wasted me %o see, mtensified by the compelling first bars
of Johs Barry's Bond theme now clearly sadible m my head, Bur
a1 walied away, Fm sere 1 heard the scundi of 3 gravelly vosce
echo threogh the halk: The name's Bond, James Bond.” | sopped
ini-mrp erschs, ehmow ursmg 1o Jook Back. Bex then | smiled and
banked the sy, dechding e beave the Cawno de Mo Carks

finisely racher for the expenicssce. [ ]

“The- besa 1ime 50 viiit iy froes Joné s mid-Seprrmbies
W frh

& The Moz Carlo Comtry Cleb which s o be the mos
Brautidl i Futups,

L = s of the Prinees Palace, bl vm the shs o & frmeas

Bk by the Cienoese i 121, takies st i 2 jorviey tianogh
hisecry e Emptuous galkeriss, aor sl the impressvy
Theune Rovem.
* The Doramographic by A m howmes & tenuack-
able collction of miriss i atbersd b Prince Alere
| rasdels o By labvratnry ship and crfes made from the i
narured proshucts,

R |» The Japanere Ganden 15 2 wock of ar; isthing wanes, water

kil egritom. -

= The Foitie Garden specialises hlrmﬂh_phmdﬂmw
lscaped o the s, -

# The Priscest Gracn Raric Cotden i 4 quiet spot irsgeant with
ehe scent af about-4 000 peie binhes,
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